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Why did we select this research?

The research highlights 18 different sharing economy projects around the globe and
proposes a Sharing Cities-Sustainable Consumption and Production typology. More
specific, it develops a better understanding of the role the sharing economy can have to
accelerate sustainable consumption and production patterns in cities. The typology
and insights can be used as a tool to support policy development. 

Key findings

The 18 studied sharing activities demonstrate that sustainable consumption and
production activities can be described as a hybrid of both consumption and production.

Particularly in the context of the sharing economy, there are a growing number of
activities which involve users collaborating for the purposes of sustainable
consumption and production together. These so-called “maker communities” bring
user communities together to co-design, co-finance, co-produce, co-distribute and
consume collectively or individually. These hybrid activities challenge established
institutions, could be very disruptive to incumbent industries and have the potential to
transform local economies in innovative and more sustainable ways.
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